THE   CAROLINGIANS   AND   THE   VOLTE-FACE   OF   THE   PAPACY

Germanic, by law a family of the Ripuarian Franks, without
senatorial connections, and in any case without any Roman
alliances, which was about to play the leading part in the State.
The Carolinians were not well adapted to the Neustrian environ-
ment, which was hostile to them. This explains why, whereas the
first Pippin was incontestably able to impose his influence upon
the king while the latter remained in Austrasia, he had no influence
over him when he settled in Neustria.1 This undoubtedly gave rise
to discontent among the magnates of Austrasia, in consequence of
which Dagobert I, in 632, appointed his son, the future Sigebert IE,
his viceroy.

Thus, in this "Francia," where there was not the slightest trace
of national hostility so long as there was a strong monarchy,
division began to appear, directly the monarchy became decadent,
in the visible opposition which manifested itself between Romanism
and Germanism.2

In these regions of the North, the domains of the Salic Law and
the Ripuarian Law, manners were far less civilized than in the
South; indeed, there were still pagans here. And in proportion as
the power of the monarch declined, the influence of the regional
aristocracies became more and more preponderant, manifesting
itself very perceptibly in the recruitment of the regional authorities
and the clergy.8

Now, the Pippins were the heads of this Austrasian aristocracy,
which was attempting to shake off the tutelage of the palace and
secure for itself certain hereditary functions, and which manifested a
marked antipathy for the Romans of Neustria. When they imposed
themselves upon the monarchy as mayors of the palace it was felt

1  RICHTER, op. tit., p. 159.

2  One may perhaps already detect some signs of this in the Vita S. Eligii,
H, 20, M.G.H. ss. RER. MEROV., col. IV, p. 712, where during his apostolate in
the north of Gaul the saint is addressed in the following words: Nunquatn
to, Romane, quamvis haec frequenter taxes, consuetudines nostras evellere poteris.

3   H. WIBRUSZOWSKI, op. tit., BONNER JAHRBUCHER, 1921, States that Under

" the Pippins the dergy became Germanized, tmt this process certainly began
in Austrasia.
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